NOTE.

Ax the outbreak of the Revolution there were three
Socialist parties in Germany, the Majority Socialists,
headed by Ebert, Scheidemann, and Noske, the Inde-
pendent Socialists, headed by Haase and Kautsky, and
the Spartacists or Communists, headed by Liebknecht
and Rosa Luxembourg. Throughout this book I give
for the most part the views of the Majority Socialists.
My space being limited, I am obliged to concentrate on
the party whose views alone prevailed and became
effective* Further, these views are seldom stated
correctly in England, without sneers and without
exaggeration* For the period under discussion, and
strictly with this limitation, I believe the Majority
policy to have been the right policy* It was not exactly
inspired, but it may be called respectable*

There was little opportunity for an inspired policy*
Had circumstances been less disastrous than they were,
perhaps a greater originality might have come to the
front* But an unfortunate incident caused the Inde-
pendents to lose caste almost as soon as the Revolution was
well started, while the violence and civil war associated
with the Spartacist propaganda made their claims and
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